


 1:30 – 3:00 pm Concurrent Sessions

THE ISRAEL QUANDARY: HOW DO JEWISH MUSEUMS FIT IN?

This panel will explore how American Jewish museums face the 
challenges of incorporating Israel into their offerings. Jewish 
museums straddle the world of history and that of contemporary  
arts and culture. Where does Israel fit, and where does it belong? 
Whose voice can tell the stories of Israel? Do Jewish museums have  
a responsibility to discuss Israel? Can and should our institutions 
attempt to be neutral? 

Session Co-Chairs: GABRIELLE TSABAG, Skirball Cultural Center; and  
TAL GOZANI, Skirball Cultural Center

Moderator: TAL GOZANI, Skirball Cultural Center

Panelists include: DAVID SHNEER, University of Denver; and SUSAN 
TUMARKIN GOODMAN, The Jewish Museum

IF YOU BUILD IT, WILL THEY COME? BUILDING AUDIENCES FOR 
TODAY’S JEWISH MUSEUM

What are your museum’s stories and how can you use them to  
create experiences that keep audiences coming back for more? This 
participatory workshop will get participants thinking about how to 
use collections and special exhibitions to energize program planning 
and audience development.

Session Chair and Facilitator: LYNDA A. BENDER, Maltz Museum of 
Jewish Heritage

 3:15 – 4:45pm Concurrent Sessions

PUSHING BOUNDARIES: PROPRIETY, POLITICS, AND POLICY

CONTROVERSY. The topics explored in today’s Jewish museums 
range from the expected to the seemingly impossible. While some 
projects seem barely Jewish in their content, others explore the  
outer bounds of Jewish culture and its influences. Yet other topics 
seem barely touchable. And how do museums navigate the delicate 
balance between their audiences, stakeholders, and hot button 
issues? This session will focus on real life examples of projects that 
tested boundaries, with opportunity for you to share your own 
dilemmas. Everything will be open for discussion.

Session Co-Chairs: LYNETTE ALLEN, Independent Consultant; and 
DEBORAH CARDIN, Jewish Museum of Maryland

Moderator: JILL VEXLER, Independent Consultant

BUILDING MUSEUMS AND BUILDING COMMUNITY

What active steps do Jewish museums take to involve themselves as 
leading players in the local Jewish community or in the non-Jewish 
community? Panelists will discuss the struggles and successes of 
Jewish museum leaders’ efforts to strengthen the communities of 
which they are a part. As museums often leave lasting impressions  
on visitors, panelists may also consider how museums have shaped 
the Jewish identities of those who have participated in museum 
programs and events.

Chair: SEAN MARTIN, Western Reserve Historical Society and Maltz 
Museum of Jewish Heritage

LOCATION: NEWBERRY LIBRARY

 5:30 – 7:30 pm An Evening at the Newberry Library

Enjoy a reception, music, gallery viewing, and highlights of the 
Judaica and Hebraica collections at one of the world’s leading 
independent humanities research libraries. The Newberry is a 
treasure house of rare books, maps, music, manuscripts, and other 
printed material.

 7:30 – 9:00 pm Plenary

Building A Profession: Reflections on the Jewish 
Museum Field

Assessing the history and emergence of Jewish museums tells us 
much about where we have been, where are now, and where we are 
going. Join a panel of colleagues for an in-depth critical look at the 
trends and exceptions in our field and consider what role we play in 
contemporary society.

Moderator: AVI Y. DECTER, Jewish Museum of Maryland

LOCATION: FIELD MUSEUM (to be confirmed)

 �8:00 – 9:00 am Optional Breakfast on Your Own at Field  
Museum’s Corner Bakery

 9:00 – 10:15 am Concurrent Sessions

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE “FIELD” EXPLORATIONS  
(Limited capacity for the guided sessions. Advance registration required.)

[ Group 1 ]  Exhibit Evaluation
Session Leader: ZAHAVA DOERING, Smithsonian Institution

[ Group 2 ]  Curatorial Issues of Representation
Session Leader: JILL VEXLER, Independent Consultant

[ Group 3 ]  Collections Care at the Field Museum

or 
Self-Exploration of Field Museum, Shedd Aquarium, or Adler 
Planetarium

 10:30 – 11:45 am Concurrent Sessions

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE “FIELD” EXPLORATIONS 
(Repeated. See information above.) 
(Limited capacity for the guided sessions. Advance registration required.)

LOCATION: SPERTUS MUSEUM

 12:15 – 1:15 pm Lunch

 1:15 – 2:45 pm Plenary

THE POLITICS OF PEOPLEHOOD: EVOLVING APPROACHES IN 
CULTURALLY SPECIFIC MUSEUMS

Jewish museums are one of the fastest growing segments of the 
culturally specific museum category. With 80 institutional members 
in CAJM, Jewish museums are second only to African-American 
museums in numbers. The past decade has seen fascinating trends in 
this category: new groups building museums for the first time, new 
cultural representations on “The Mall,” and the continued prolifera-
tion of “ethnic” museums around the country in likely and unlikely 
spaces. This session will explore the history, trends, and political 
sensitivities of the culturally specific museum exercise.

Session Co-Chairs: JAYNE GUBERMAN, Jewish Women’s Archive; and 
MELISSA MARTENS, Jane Addams Hull-House Museum 

 3:00 – 4:30 pm Closing Keynote Address
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Program Schedule

 �7:00 pm through the evening Optional Welcome Event at  
Eleven City Diner (Advance registration requested. See 
information below.)

Join your colleagues for a lively dinner at Chicago’s hip, kosher-style 
eatery, conveniently located near Hotel Blake. You’ll love the great 
food and retro decor. The deli-diner also offers vegetarian options, 
and kosher food can be arranged in advance. For more information, 
pricing, and to reserve your spot, please contact Raina Goldbas at 
Spertus Museum: museum@spertus.edu or 312.322.1729. 

 �10:15 am – 12:00 pm Optional Pre-Conference Visit to  
Maxwell Street (Limited capacity. Advance registration required.  
An individual charge of $10 is to be paid at the event.)

Visit historic Maxwell Street where Jewish immigrants composed  
its largest and longest standing population and established the 
world-renowned Maxwell Street Market in 1912. Coauthors of 
Chicago’s Maxwell Street and founding members of the Maxwell 
Street Foundation will narrate the story of the redeveloped 
streetscape aboard an authentic Chicago Trolley. Sites viewed along 
the way will include the new Maxwell Street Market, Jane Addams 
Hull-House Museum, the former First Roumanian Congregation 
synagogue, and a great skyscape view of Chicago’s downtown 
“Loop.” Transportation will be provided from Hotel Blake and to  
the Spertus Museum.

Sponsored by the Maxwell Street Foundation

LOCATION: SPERTUS MUSEUM

 11:30 am Registration Opens

 11:30 am – 1:00 pm Welcome Brunch Buffet

 1:00 – 2:30 pm Plenary

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE: DYNAMIC SPACES AND HOW TO 
CREATE THEm

Many Jewish museums in America are planning renovations to 
existing spaces, creating new additions, and designing all-new 
facilities. Share in this fascinating conversation between museum 
directors from institutions large and small as they discuss innovative 
solutions to project design and redesign. Learn how museums 
address the multi-faceted challenges of building projects, including: 
architectural decisions, capital campaigns, new narratives, and 
responding to the community.

Session Chair and Moderator: TERRY PINK ALEXANDER, Judah L. 
Magnes Museum

Panelists: GWEN GOODMAN, National Museum of American Jewish 
History; RHODA ROSEN, Spertus Museum; CONNIE WOLF, The 
Contemporary Jewish Museum; and MARCIA ZERIVITZ, Jewish 
Museum of Florida

 2:45 – 3:45 pm Tours of the Spertus Museum

 4:00 – 5:30 pm Keynote Address

Speaker: PAUL GOLDBERGER

Paul Goldberger is architecture critic for the New Yorker, holder of 
the Joseph Urban Chair in Design and Architecture at The New 
School, and Pulitzer Prize-winning author of UP FROM ZERO: Politics, 
Architecture, and the Rebuilding of New York.

Goldberger is the inaugural Spertus Museum Weil Fellow. Fellowship 
established in memory of Jacqueline Weil-Bloch

 5:30 – 7:00 pm Reception

Enjoy hearty hors d’oeuvres and socialize with your colleagues and 
featured artists from the Spertus Museum’s contemporary exhibition.

Sponsored by the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center

 �7:00 pm An Evening at the Milstein Home   
(Limited capacity. Advanced registration required.)

Chicago Judaica collectors Judy and Albert Milstein open their home 
to CAJM members for a private viewing of their distinguished 
collection of Judaica. 

 7:00 pm Evening Entertainment at the Spertus

LOCATION: SPERTUS MUSEUM

 8:30 – 10:00 am Breakfast and CAJM Town Hall Meeting

 10:15 am – 12:00 pm Professional Development Initiative Plenary

THE VISITOR AT THE CENTER

Museum innovator Michael Spock will discuss how he and his teams 
at the Field Museum and the Boston Children’s Museum created 
unconventional approaches that put the visitor at the center of the 
exhibition and program development process. He will also discuss 
how unconventional leadership structures and attitudes were 
invented to match these client-centered goals and experiences. In 
light of current research on the nature of leadership, how have these 
revolutionary methodologies become an appropriate match for 
today’s museum work? 

Speaker: MICHAEL SPOCK is a Research Fellow at the Chapin Hall 
Center for Children at the University of Chicago, and Museum- 
Scholar-in-Residence at the Chicago History Museum. Before joining 
Chapin Hall, he served as Vice President for Public Programs at the 
Field Museum, where he led a renewal of the museum’s exhibits and 
educational programming. Prior to coming to the Field Museum,  
he was Director of the Boston Children’s Museum for 23 years.

Michael Spock’s address will be followed by a panel discussion:

COMPETING PARADIGMS

While Michael Spock and his colleagues were transforming the  
Field Museum, the Royal Ontario Museum was also in the process  
of transforming its public spaces, with the same goal of putting  
the visitor at the center of the museum. The two institutions chose 
different structures and processes to achieve the same goal, but 
continued in dialogue about these approaches for a number of  
years. Representatives of both institutions will discuss how these 
different approaches worked, note successes and failures, and 
present their findings. 

Moderator: LOUIS D. LEVINE, Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living 
Memorial to the Holocaust

Panelists: MICHAEL SPOCK; PHYLLIS RABINEAU, Chicago History 
Museum; and CHRISTINE LOCKETT, Royal Ontario Museum

 12:00 – 1:15 pm Lunch and Roundtable Salons

M
o

nd
ay

, 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
2
8
 

Conference Hotel

Hotel Blake  500 South Dearborn Street, Chicago IL 60605 
Telephone: 312.986.1234  Website: www.hotelblake.com

$135 / Single or Double Rate

Reference Code: Council of American Jewish Museums (CAJM) 
Deadline for Conference Rate: December 26, 2007 
Please make your reservation directly through Hotel Blake.
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 Conference Fee:

Includes designated meals and all sessions, receptions, entertainment, 
and chartered bus transportation throughout the conference.

All cancellation requests must be in writing. Requests received by 
November 30 will be fully refunded. Requests received by January 4  
will be subject to a $75 cancellation fee. No cancellation refunds can  
be made after January 4, unless the request is due to extraordinary 
circumstances, subject to negotiation. 

Full Conference: 
Take advantage of the EARLY BIRD discount by November 30, 2007

O	 CAJM Member EARLY BIRD	 $325
O	 CAJM Member (after November 30)	 $375
O	 Additional CAJM Staff or Board Member EARLY BIRD	 $275
O	 Additional CAJM Staff or Board Member (after November 30)	 $325
O	 Spouse/Partner/Guest of CAJM Member	 $325
O	 Non-member	 $425
O	� Full-time Student (includes 2008 CAJM membership)	 $225 

(Please include a photocopy of your current student ID.)  

Day Rate (per day):

Please indicate day(s):   O  Sunday     O  Monday     O  Tuesday  

O	 CAJM Member/Additional Staff/Board Member	 $150
O	 Spouse/Partner/Guest of CAJM Member	 $150
O	 Non-member	 $200

Conference Meals:
All meal preparation will be under glatt kosher supervision.   

 CAJM Membership Fee:

The member rate for conference registration is only available to CAJM 
members that have paid their 2008 dues. Institutional or Individual 
memberships must be paid or authorized by an institutional purchase 
requisition at the time of registration.

Institutional Membership:

O	 Institutional budget below $300,000	 $250
O	 Institutional budget $300,000 – $750,000	 $500
O	 Institutional budget $750,000 – $1.5 m.	 $750
O	 Institutional budget $1.5 m. and above	 $1,000

Individual Membership: 

O	� For individuals who are not staff members of a CAJM 	 $75 
member institution

Student Membership: 

O	 Fee of $36 is included in the student conference registration fee.

Affiliate Membership:

O	 For organizations not eligible for Institutional Membership	 $100

Please complete a separate copy of this form for each conference 
participant (photocopy or download from our website) and return with 
your check, credit card information, or authorized institutional purchase 
requisition to (note registration mailing address):

	 Council of American Jewish Museums 
	 P. O. Box 12025 
	 Jackson, MS 39236-2025

For registration by fax: 601.366.6293. Questions? Contact Joanne 
Marks Kauvar at 303.871.3015 or cajm.conference@gmail.com.

 Payment Amounts:

Conference Fee Amount	  +  

Membership Fee Amount	 +  

TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED	 =  

All amounts are U.S. dollars and must be paid in U.S. currency. 

 Form of Payment:

Full payment or an authorized institutional purchase requisition must 
accompany registration.

O	 Check payable to Council of American Jewish Museums/FJC

O	 Authorized institutional purchase requisition
Credit card:   O  Visa     O  Mastercard     O  American Express

Name   

Number      Exp. date  

 �Please indicate the days and times of your arrival and departure  
(if available).

Arrival   

Departure   

 �Advance registration is required for the following program 
sessions. Please mark those you wish to attend, including ranked 
choices as requested. Capacity is limited, and sessions will be 
filled in order of receipt of registration.

Sunday, January 27

10:15 am – 12:00 pm

O	 Optional Pre-Conference Visit to Maxwell Street (An individual charge 
of $10 is to be paid at the event.) (limited capacity)

7:00 pm 

O	 An Evening at the Milstein Home (limited capacity)

TUESDAY, JANUARY 29

9:00 – 10:15 am and 10:30 – 11:45 am  PLEASE INDICATE CHOICES  
#1, 2, 3, 4 for these concurrent activities that will be repeated twice.  
(all sessions except Self-Exploration have limited capacity)

  Exhibit Evaluation 

  Curatorial Issues of Representation

  Collections Care: A Look at the Storage Facility of Field Museum

  �Self-Exploration of Field Museum, Shedd Aquarium, or  
Adler Planetarium

To view and download this conference registration information, please 
visit www.jewishculture.org/cajm. 

Name   

Title   

Institution   

Address   

City, State, Zip   
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